
Common App Tips & FAQs

● Keep your college list and admission plan (i.e. Early Action or Regular Decision) up to date in your 
Common App account so your recommenders can keep up with deadlines for materials.

● AFHS approximated graduating class size -649.  Class Rank reporting - Exact GPA scale- 4 Weighted 
● Use the Applications Requirement Grid to keep track of deadlines, application fees, recommendations 

needed, etc.

● Make the most of your activity section, within 150 words
● Keep the big picture in mind- what do you want colleges to know about you after reviewing your 

application?
● Submit when you are ready, by YOUR deadline, do not wait on recommenders or counselor reports
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College Essay Tips

★ Answer the question!
★ Be authentic
★ Share your personality
★ Consider how the question specifically relates to 

you and make your essay about you
★ Brainstorm and take notes first
★ For your first draft, just write
★ Structure matters
★ Be creative, tell your story well
★ Be honest
★ Proofread and make corrections

○ Try reading the essay out loud to yourself to 
catch mistakes

★ Feedback is essential

“Common App College Essay” = Specific University “Personal Statement” 
(These both just mean longer written response)

How to present your best self, How to 
approach certain prompts and prompts to 
avoid. Click here or use the QR code!

Common App First Year Essay Prompts, Getting Started Video


